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Executive Summary 

 
 

A Watershed Action Plan (WAP) combines scientific data with community values to 
indentify issues that impact the quality of the receiving stream.  Watershed planning 
identifies impairments to water quality associated with specific land-use practices 
and then develops strategies to correct those impairments through utilizing 
partnerships among local, state, and national organizations.  Goals and strategies 
described in this WAP aim to improve, enhance, and protect the waters of Old 
Woman Creek through the  installation of best management practices (BMPs), 
restoration of streambanks and wetlands, and use of various land use preservation 
tools.   
 
Old Woman Creek (OWC) was selected to be the first watershed to receive a 
watershed action plan in the Erie County area for three reasons: (1) Extensive 
research and monitoring has inventoried both environmental and sociological 
aspects of the OWC watershed including a Total Maximum Daily Load report 
completed by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), (2) Strong existing 
conservation partnerships could be enhanced through the planning and 
implementation of a management plan, (3) The management area of OWC is 
relatively small compared to other regional watersheds. This allows for a detailed, 
fine scale approach to project identification and implementation as well as 
engagement of the watershed’s residents. 
 
 An Ohio EPA report identified several impairments to OWC including sediment, 
nutrients, and altered habitat.  By implementing this WAP, the Firelands Coastal 
Tributaries (FCT) Watershed Program expects to return OWC to a healthy state 
while empowering its communities to reconnect with the Creek and ensure a clean, 
productive stream for future Firelands generations.          
 
Water Quality impairments in OWC described by the Ohio EPA TMDL 2005 report, 
include sedimentation, excessive nutrients, and habitat alteration.  These 
impairments encompass several sources that contribute to the pollutant loads: 
agricultural run-off, streambank and in-stream erosion, improper wastewater 
treatment, and loss of riparian buffers and wetlands.  Through the use of the OWC 
WAP, the FCT expects to bring the watershed into full attainment while empowering 
the community to take ownership of their water resource.  This will ensure a clean, 
clear, productive stream for future generations. 
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Note to the Reader 

 
This plan is divided into chapters beginning with background information about the 
purpose of this watershed action plan and the importance of watershed 
management (Chapters 1 and 2), an overview of policies and programs focused on 
water resource protection (Chapter 3), a detailed inventory of the OWC watershed 
(Chapter 4), and a description of water quality impairments (Chapter 5).  The last 
two chapters describe identified impairments in association with pollutant reduction 
goals (Chapter 6) and develop strategies for achieving those goals and evaluating 
progress (Chapter 7).   
 
The plan should be used as a guide for future remediation efforts in the OWC 
watershed and a resource for expediting the grant application process for 
implementing each strategy.  To aid the reader, each chapter begins with a short 
summary of contents and material covered in that section of the plan.  Chapters 1-5 
provide detailed information to be used to apply for grant funding and seek support 
from the community through education.  Chapter 6 provides detailed timeline and 
resource information for each strategy to begin the implementation process.   
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